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TO THE RIGHT 

WOXSHITFVLL Silt 
lOHN SCOTT 

of Scott. Tanet, 

KNIGHT. &C. 

I R , you are like to haue none 
other accompt for the prcfent 
clianflichas MarchalI^FadtoR, 
afccrbad marliets retume, that 
is, papers for fiymit, forliuers 
lineSiThe which though not fo 
acceptable as more (olide re> 
tumes,;etEiaes (omeratil&aio 
fottheezpenlcs of time queftionable>Ihaue fentyoua 
difcourfe of our Countric penned at the requcft of 
friends, l^r the better fatisfaaian cf our NobiUtie, vn- 
poliflicd and rude.beatingthe countries badge where it . 
was hatched, onelyclothedwithplainneffeand trueth.I 
intreatyour faiioutable accepution thereof, as your 
wonted clemencie hath beene to the Author, if you 
thinkeitmay doc good by incouraging any of your 
Countrie to the intaprtie, I am wiUmg you publilh ir, 
othcrwife let itbceburiedinnicnceasyoufliallthinke 
mcetell.andefteeme mce flillone of whomeyon haue 
power to difpoTc. 

loHN Masom. 




To the Reader. 




R 4t much MS thtrt tee fum 
drit rela$iMS »f the Titrv-foHnd. 
Und and the cemmodities therttf^ 
Sumt too much exfoliing it, fame 
t»p mtieh dtiffiii* it , frtftrring 
the tern feraurt Kiht 4irt thtrt of 
btf»re Mrty tht ktfts •fttmmodh 
ties there mthut f sines Mttdmine. 
rdiles t *t if they wtre dffareat 
(which di I dtnj tt hee a veritie^ yet I dffirme net tc hee 
mf*fsiiU)with other ngrratims dipntiiigfrtm the trueth^ 
the which Although done »*t ifAgt»d i^^i$it^yet had they 
Utter heent vndtne. I hatie thermrt (gentle Reader) hoping 
tfthjfaMMratU confiruHiMffet dimae infm andftaine 
ttarmtsomefthatexferienct I haae gained ia three yearts 
MidfeHenthmMthes riftdeneethere^thetrneth^f thtnfbah 
fn^bjfropfe thereof ^i the mhich I recommend thttandvs 
aS to his Crate J thatisMhle and mil flaitt theft thatfeart 
kirn in 4 htttlf Kingdnne. FaretoeH, 



Thineandhis Countriesin 
fsrt^not whoUie hittn/ne. 
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A SON. 



ABRIEF DISCOVRSE 

of the Newfoundland with the 

SitM4tiM,temf»4tnre, »nde»mm»dities thertt 

of inciting our Xation to goe forward in 

tiiMhtpifKUfimtaimitffont. 

HC Counttie commonly knowoc 
and called bythe name of Netv> 
fonndland , albeit it \& To much 
Irequentod and reforted yearcly 
tOiby tboulands of our Nation and 
others , which hauc fcarcely fo 
much as a fupcrticiall knowledge 
thereof { onely fo much as con- 
cernethtncirfi(hingsexcepced) is 
an Hand or Hands as fame plats 
baue defaibedit, fituate on the front of t^wmM, betwixt 
4<^. and 52. dcgreciof Northerly latitude, of the bignes 
of IrtldnJ. the Eaftermoft tide thereof bounded with the 
Ocean cxtendeth it feUe neareft North and South : the 
variation allowed 100. leagues , the fouth face deuided 
from the lies oiC*t. Brctone by the Gulfe of Sain£t Low- 
Tcnce a ftraigth of 17* Leacues ouer lyeth Weft, and 
by North northerly, and Bait and by South Southerly in 
length 77. Leagues, on the Weft part imbraced by the 
Grand-bay ftretching itfelfe Nortbealland Southweft 7;. 
Leagues* and on the North confined by the Norther arme 
ftftneGiand-bay^whichfeparatethitfromthccontinrntof 

NtIM 
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NiiM Friwdimaking tfreeor7#Leaguei wi^e^&is defcribcJ 

bythcRhotnbeofW* and ^ North tod E. and by S. a w 
Ieag.AlnK>ftoraTrtanguIarwrnrierjuiiagthat many bays& 
Inlas making incroachment haae diffigared the face thetof 
with ScarSfeating into the land into 40 leagues fpace on the 
South part where we hanefearched 30 as good Harbours as 
the world affords. The longitude thereof reackoned from 
the weftermoft part of che MkUforumdid is ) 3 o degrcestdi- 
ftant in the Line of Weft & by the South from our Meridian 
4f ^degrees byc6mon account which in the midte parallcll 
of the differice the Latitude betwixt the lads endof EngUmd 
& the bodie of Newfoundland at 3 9. one halfe miles anfwe- 
rable to each degree in the fame maketh 1 764.miles or 5 8 8 
Leagues. The airefubtle &: wholefome, the 5ummer feafon 

flemknt conforme to the like latitude in Europe/auing that 
woodie places in lune & Iidie are fomewhatpeftered With 
fmtU Flies bred of the rottenes of ruined woode & movfturc 
likeaslnJtii/}M. The Winter degenerating therftomibeing 
as ctfldSr (nowy as tfo degrees in Europe, & of the like tern* 
perature in I>ecem1)er, Tan#Tebr. March, as the northermeft 
parts in 5c#r^4ifi/»vi2«The Hebrides and the Orcades wherin 
I haae twife wintered, or of the Coaft betwixt Hmbrngh & 
the mouth of the S$ffniox N§f€ of ATniMy :yet more comfor-> 
table for the length of the day in Winter , which exceedeth 
theirs three houres attheleaft* And albeit it be thus cold 
in the Winter (cafon by accidentall meanes, contrarie to the 
naturall pofition thereof in the Spheare, yet is it tollerablci 
as by experience/o that there needs noStoaues as in Gim4m 
mV :Likewi(c fruftefull enough both of Sommer and W inter 
corne^an examjple for our comfirmatfon thereof we haue in 
7tf/4i7i/one of the greatefl corneCountriesof Europc&yet as 
cold and (iibjeft to freizing as Newfoundland^ as al(oour 
owne experience both in Whcate, Rye, Barlie, Oates^and 
Pcare,which haue gro wen and ripened there as well and als 
tirre]yasin7>l'/Uriin£w^/W. Andfor grourh of Garden 
hcrbes of diucrs forts asHyfope,Time,ParfeIy,Clarie,Nepe, 
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the Newfoundland* 

frenchMallowes^Buglofli^CoUocnbineSyWornicwood, &c« 
There it k this pitfent of )# yetres old of my Cowing, like- 
wife Rofemary^ FeneU, Sweete marierim^ Baflell, Purfelyn, 
LetnTe, tnd all other Herbes & Roores : as tomeps^ Paf- 
nepeS| Caretts^and Radiihes wehaiie foand cogrowe well 
there m the Sommer (cafoiitThe common wild herbes of the 
Conntrie are Angelicay Violets^ Mints^ Scabias, Yarrow^ 
Feme, Salikparilla, with diners other forts whereof I am 
ignorant} But luppoTe would for variety and raricty comoofe 
another Herballfof cheie kinds wee haue only made v(e of 
certain great green Icaues pletifuliy growing in the woods^ 
and a sreat Roote growing in frefli water ponds^both eood 
againft the Sktmyc^andan other prettie Roote with a blew 
ftalke and Icaues of the nature of a Skirret growing in a dry 
Beadiy ground^good meate boy led: The Countrie ftuites 
wild» arc dierries fmall « whole groaues of them ^ Filberds 
coodyafmall plcafiuit frurte, called a Peare, Damaske Ro- 
tes fingle verv fweet, exoellit Straberries^and Hartlebcrries 
with wounranoe oC Rafoerries^and Goofeberries fome w hat 
better than ours in EMgLmJ^M which replanted would be 
much inlarged. There is aHb a kinde of wikl Coranies^ wild 
Peafe orFtetdies in many pllces which we haue both found 
good meat andmedecine tor the Skimy$ The Land of the 
North partsmoft mountanye & woodye very thick of Firre 
trees, Spruce,PineLereckhout,Afpe,Hafill, a kinde of ftiiw 
kin^ woodjtbe three formeft goodly Timber and moft con« 
uem{tfi9rBttilding«No Oakes,A(he,6eech, orEllmes,hauc 
we(eeneor heard of » the greateft parts of the Plaines-are 
marilhand boggs^ yet apt to be drawen dry by meanes of 
many frefti Lakes intermixt which paye tribute to the Sea j 
and on the brinks of theic Lakes, through which the water 
draines away from the rootes of the GraiTe, it flori(heth,in 
the other parts of the Plames where the water ftandcth and 
killeth the growth of the Graflc with his coldnefTc it is 
rufhieandfeg^y^n (bmc parts is barren, & mosfic ground, 
but that that IS iirmc and dry beareth good graflc. The 
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A difcourrc of 

Spring beginncthinthe end of Aprill^&Harucft contimieth 
while Nouember , I haue feent September and Odober 
much more pieaianc than in Ettgldnd^lhc South pare is not 
fo mounranous nor fo woodiei for being a little pafled vp 
from the Sea coaft the continent hath champion ground fo^ 
40. miles together in North and South extent of the like 
nature of the former^hauing pretty Groues and many frefli 
laksrcplenifhed with Eeles & Salmon-Troutes great ^and in 
great p lentie.The Beaftes are ElbnSf Foliow-deare, Hares^ 
Beares harmeles, WolueSyFoxes.BeaQerSfCatnaghenes ex- 
cellent^OttereSf and afmall beaft likea Ferret whoTe excre« 
ment i$ Muske t And the Plantations haue prettie ftoare 
of Swine and Goates.The Fowles are Eagkrsy Falcons, Taf* 
G\l$. Marlins^ a great Owlemuch deformed, a leiter Oivle, 
Bu(Eirds9 Gripes, Ofprayes which diue for Fiflies into the 
Water, Kauens, Crowes, wild Geefe, Snipes, Teales,T«iriI. 
lockes, excellent wilde Duckes oYdiuers forts and aboun* 
dance* (bme whereof rare and not to be found in Europe, 
Their particulars too tedious to relate,all good meace,Par- 
triches white in Winter, and^ayin Summer, greater thS 
ours. Butters, blacke Birds with redd breaftcs, Philliias, 
Wrens, S wallowcs, Iayes,with other fmali Birds, and 2. or 
;. excellent kinds ^f Beach Birds very fat and fweet,& at the 
plitations Engli(liPigeons«The feafowles,are Guiles white 
and grav, Penguins, Sea Pigeons, Ice Birds, Bottlenofes, 
\vithotnerfortesftrangeinlhape,yet all bownrifull to vs 
with thcirEgges as good as ourTurkie or Hens,where with 
the Ilclands are well rcpleni(hed« But of alt, the mod adn)i« 
rableisthe Sea/odiuerCHcdwith feucrall forts of Fi(bes a- 
bounding therein, the conHJcration whereof is readie to 
fwallow vp an J drowne my fcnfes not being able to compre- 
hend or cxpreflTe the riches therof. For could one acre tlicr- 
of be inclofed with the Creatures therein in the monthes of 
lunc Julie, and Auguft,it would exceed one thoufand acres 
of the bell Palluro with the ftocke thereon which we haue 
in Efrhnd. May hach Herings on ccjuall to z« of ours, Lants 
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and Cods in good cjuStity June hath C^pline a fifli much re^ 
fcmbling Smdtes irifonncandcatingyandruch aboundance 
dry on Shoare as to lade Carts, in fome partes pretty ftore 
of Salmond^nd Cods To thicke by the (boare that we heard- 
lie hauc beene able to row a Bo!i te through them J haise kil* 
led of them witha Pikei Of thefe, three men to Sea in a 
Boate with fome on Shoare todrefleand dry them in ;o, 
dayes will kill commonlie betwixt 1 5. and thirty thoufand 
worth with the O^le aridng from them x 00 or x ao.pound« 
And the R(h and Traine in one Harbout called Sain^ Johns 
is yearly in the Sommer worth 1 7^ or 1 8« thouCind pounds 
Iiiiie, and fo till Nouember, hach Maaill in aboundance: 
one thereof as great as two ofours^Auguft hath great large 
Cods but not in fuch aboundance as the fmaller.which con- 
tinucth with tome little decrcaflng till December § What 
(liould I fpeakeofa kinde of Whales caUed Gibbcrts, Dog« 
fifli,Porpofes» Hering.Hogges, Squides a rare kinde of BOi, 
at his mouch fquirting mattcrefor ch like Inke, Flowndcrs, 
Crabbcs,Cunners^Catfifli,Mil!ers, thunncs &c«Of al which 
there are innumerable in the Sununer fcafoni Likewifc of 
Lobfters plentie, and this lad yeare ftoare of Smelts not 
hauing bcene kno wne there before. 1 hauc alfo feene Tonnie 
(iflnn Ncwlandsnow of (hell fi(h there is Scalupcs, MufleleSf 
VrfcnaSjHcDS^Peii winkles &c.Here wefce thechicfe/ifliing 
with his great commoditie cxprcfTed, which fallcth fo fitly 
in the Summer feafon betwixt lecd-time and Harucft that it 
cannot be any hinderance to either* J hauc heard fome 
countries commended for their two fowl i Hariieft, which 
heare thou haft, although in a diflferent kinde, yet both as 
profitable J (dare fay)as theirs fo much cxtollcd,if the right 
cpurfc betaken; & well farcth, that country fay J, which in 
one months time with rearona'Dlepaincs,w[l pay both lanJ# 
!or Js rent, fcruants wages, and all Houfl;oId charges. But 
pcraduencurefome fqueayfie Aomakeuiliniyy ^ifliincis a 
Lcaflly traJc & vnfceminga Gentleman, to whom Janhvcre 
( Bmns ciio) Inti CH lncro)Sc Jet them propound the HolanJcr^ 
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A dlfcourfcof 
to themrdues for example whofc Coahcrie is (b much tn« 
richeJ, by it; others fay the Countrie is barren^ but cheyf 
arc decciued , for Terra ijmd tegtt fiiffmmuiU T)mi9Mm^ and 
the great aboun J;uice of Woq^es and wil Je Fruiccs which 
exccdin^ly florifli there proue the (ontrarvi And u-hat thogh 
thefcrtility of thefoyle and temperature of the Climate 
be inferiour to yirg^ima, yet for foure maine rea(bns to be 
laid dovvne it i$ to be parallelled to it, if not preferred be« 
fore it, the which we will hcare propound. 

I The firftreafon is the nearenes to our owne home, which 
naturally we are fo much addidied vnto^ being but the halfe 
of the way to f^irginU^ hauing a conuenient pzffz^t for three 
feafonable Monthes^March^Aprill.and May, which alwayes 
accomodate fatre windes to pafTe thcther, fomctimc in 1 4.^ 
or lo^dayes^feldomeinthirticdayes. Likewife the com->' 
modious retume in lune, lulie, Auguft, September, OAo- 
ber,and Nouemberjfometimesin la. 16. lo. and now and 
then in thirtie dayes* • 

3 The great intercourfe of trade by cur Nationi thefc 
threefcore years and vpwards^n no fmall numbers frequcn* 
ting the New-found land, and daylie increafing. wirh the 
likelineffethereof to continue, fifli being a ftapTe commp- 
ditie with vs, andfo fellabic in other countries yearlie im- 
ploying ;ooo« thoufandSea-menand breeding new daylie, 
alfofraighting three hnndreth Ships in that voyage, and 
rclcuing of 10000. people moe here in England ( for mofi: 
ofthcfe fiflicrs are maricd andhauc a charge of Children; 
and Hue by this mcanes not being able to gainc halfe fo 
much by another labour ) furthermore the reucnew that 
groueth to the- King by the cuftomes of Fnneb SpanJlb 
and Straights goods imported, from the proccedc of this 
fitTitradcfuppofcattheleaftto the value often thoufand 
pounds ycarely. 

; Thccomicnicncy of tranfportinc plantors thethcr at the 
old rate, ten (hillings themanjancltwentieniillings to find 
liiin viftualthcthcr,Ii|ccwifc other commodities byflbippcs 

that 
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the S^fcwfoumiland. • 

that goc&ckcs at ten Aiilling pcrtunnc out.and thircic fliil- 
lings home, whereas fOr{rw4and 7ftrm9§d4 fraightes, arc 
fiuc pound the man and three poiin J the tunne. 

4 Fourthl]^ and laftly ^ Securitie from foniine an-f do* 
mefticke encmies,thcrc being but fcw5aluagc$ inthrnortis 
and none in the fouth parts ofthe Countrii^ by whom the 
planters as yet neuer fufFcred damage , againft whom ( if 
they (houlufeeke to trouble vs, a Imall fortification will 
ferue being but few in number^ and rhofe oncly Bow nicn. 
Alfo if any Warres fliould happen bet u-ixt vs and other 
Nations, wee neede not fearc rooting out. For the Ycc is 
A Bulwarke all Aprill commonlie and af:er that during 
the whole Summer wee haue a garifon of y ♦ or i o. i ooo 
of our owne Nation with many good and warlike Shtppes, 
who of necefsitie muft defend the fifliing feafon for their 
linings fake , as they alwayes formcrlie haue done in 
the Warrrs With Sf4me4 And afterwards in the monthes 
ofHarueftand Winter the winds are our friends and will 
hardliefuflltranytoapprochvs, the which if tlieyfhould, 
the cold oppofite to the nature of tl^ Spainard will giue 
him but cold Intertainenents neither will the Plantours 
be altogether puffed vp with careleife fecuritie but fortifie 
infome meaCite knowing that Nonfimt ftcurk qni tUmfna 
C$IU fecwK 

Nowe hauing formerly layeddowhe the temperature cT 
the Aire and diipo(ition ofthe Weather in the Winter fea- 
fon to be cold and confequently diffcrSt from other places of 
the fame (ituation vnder the fame Parallel in Europe,and hy 
experience anfwerable to 59- or tfo* degrees thereofi It 
will be cxpeded that I (houlj (hew fomereafpns conccrni.ig 
the fame which according to mine opinion ( TubmittinL^ my 
.felfe to better ludgementi) I will fetdownej It being a 

Senerall rule approued through America that any place vn- 
er thefame Parallel ofanothcr place in Europe is as cold 
as thofe places which are fituatein 1 2» or i ^ degrees to 
the North wards thcrof; and the fame rule hoUcth a like on 
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^ . A difcotorfc Qf 

etcher ff^eof the Equinoahll. Forexampleitheftraigthf 

^kMaiAm in 54* tocheSouchof the EtiainoAiall, are 

nr ore cold, fiiowle and boy fterous than any part ofEurdpe 

in 65t LikewiG: on this fide the Line ^ the Country about 

the Rioer OuwMfM and nimJiuk in p. or ten degrees is 

fo&d as temperate as Q^dnt^ vnder 1 3 .degrees of more nor- 

therlie latitude in •#^/rir4,So like wife Sa itift Amgiiflme inF/j- 

fiJU vnder ) 1 .degrees is anferable to ys/MkiiJ in 42.dcgrees 

in SfMitu^ alfothe plantations vnder 97. degrees in Vtrginu 

are correfpondent in the Winter to the temperature ofDimn^ 

fitnm Ctmtwell wnicr $o, degrees hcare in EngUnd^ and 

although their Summer bee fome whuc hotter in regard of 

the nearenes of the Sunne^being then inCiiyf/r within i f.de. 

greesoftheir Zenith^ the Radius therof then ftrikine neare 

at a right An^le, canfing| a ftrange refleft ioh^vet would it be 

much hotter if the Sun in his pafTage' ouer tne great 'Orf<M« 

3000 Aiiles broad vnder thatParalel,btit wixtEurope& Amt^ 

n'Mi'by the exhalation Of wacerifli vapours & mudh moifturc 

thereout^ into the middle region of the Aire, did nqt coolc 

the fame.irhich being made more groffe JBc thicik tvith fn ifty 

Clouds^hisfieames cannot pearce through With their pro- 

pre vigor and force, to heatc the Earth; To this cooling of 

the Sunnes hcate helpeth alfo all thofe great frefli ponds 

and lakes fo abounding va AmfricM.YTtQ\ waters being more 

naturally cold than fait, and both colder thiilh the Hdrth,o£ 

like qualitie alfoare themaridi an{ fioggic gromidcs, 

tl;e Lands not manured and therefore more naturally col J, 

the Country llcn^crlypcopIcd,voidc of Towncs and'Citics, 

whereof Europe is full) th? fmoakc whereof and heate cf 

fires much qiialificrh rhccolJncfle of the Aire, laftiythc 

cliieH'ft reafon ofthecoldnelfj iiiNew.foUnd-lani in the 

Winter fea(bn is the Ycc which bccing congealed intp 

great firme Lands, Eiien from the North Pole, all alongd 

the Coallof C7ra/:/tt/^, g,'enl.wd , THc North-wcft pafTarjc 

Terr.i diUbtfjtdor & fo towarJcs the Gran:lbay,all that traft 

hailing ma'iy Inlets an-.I broken Lan Is apt as vnnatnrali 
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the Kew-foUndliind 

WoRibet to breede and brih£ foorth fitch Men fleri, 
ivhifch being norTed in their rudcrtrnses /till the VVincer 
TctTon pifti are tnmde fobrth of doores in the Spring to 
ihiftfor themfehies^and being wearjroftheirimpriiorimcnts 
inthoieangrie CHmesWith one actord as ifth^y had a- 

greed ivich winde and ftre^me take Ferric into NeWfcund- 
md, urhich immuring vs in the months of Febru,Bc'Ktarch , 
both which arefub/eft to northraft winds 8c bloWitig from 
thisYcecadfcth it very cold. The curraiit ftjl fetting it Touthr 
ward as a laylor to bring i^ before the Iudge;rieuer jfeaucrh 
ic till with the helpe of the Outfec bf Sainft t^Wrehce Gulfc 
it be prcicflted nearer the Sun to be brbild byhis fcorching 
Beames and conftinied.t cannot deny bUtin tbme Winters 
^t wixt Chriftmas ahd March, Vce. h bfdil in the Harbors 
and bayes of New^foundlahd,by realbn^f the calnjencfle of 
the winds there incidcnt,Xrtd tne want of ftreames noc cauf- 
inc motion in the Waters,aHd whch it is fo frozen^it is none 
ocTierwife then the Tex(eIlOr Inner Seas in Holand of 1 5. 
or iS.Inchesthickneflesandbreakesand confumes in the 
Spring-9 all frcfli Lakes fVozM x>^cns in the end of March or 
the beginning ofAprilhwhich brings with it many (howers 
to wafhaway Snow^and bare the ground; and in the miJle 
df the Month many Ships arriueofthe Euglffisfame French, 
and in the mideft of May fome Portingalls. All which as 
fo many Reapers come to the Hartieft^ gathering in aboim- 
dance the wonderfnll blefsings df the Lord» 

I might hcare furcher difcourfeof ourdiftoucries. confe- 
rence with the 5alaages by Maltcr Mm Gyc their mancr of 
life. Likcwife of the managinge our bufinelie in our planta- 
tions with the defcriptions ofthcir fituiitions in 2 .places 1 6. 
miles diftant from other on the northfide th^* bav of conccp- 
tion,of the manner charge and bcncfitc of our fifliings with 
the fcucrall ftrange formcs» aind natures of Filhes , pro- 
jcfts for maktng Yron , Saft, Pitch , Tarre, Tirpiiitiue, 
Frank-Inccnfc/lurrcsiHopc of tra.fe with Saluagcs and 

(lich like, 'A ic!i many accidents and occurences in the liincof 

tr. V 



A diftfomie of the VeW'foimdland. 

mygducrmcDtchetCtbnt thefemiyfiifflce 2sy«rlnmfifimii 

being ofrufficicnc truethco remoueerroursofconceiuinc 

the Countric tnore plea&ne by reaTon of liis luturall 

fight in the Sphc«re , dienit is indeedc, ilfo ro convince 

and take iway ojtlicioiu ^ndf^ndelous Tpecchcs of malif^iic 

peiforu, who out (^ enuy to G O D and eood Anions 

(inftraftedby theirrathtriheDcuill)haiie fotighc to dif- 

|ioiteit of tliedewc, and blamifli the good name thereof. 

' Aodliftlietoinducethee, gentle Reader, tothc true 

conlideration thereof as ■ thing of great con- 

feguencetoour Nation not only at prvfent, 

but tike to bee much more, bcncfici- 

all when the plaintations there 

Jliali increale, which God 

grant to his owne glo- 

tisind thegooaol' 

our Common- 

..":-;:. ; Wealth. 

C I N I S*. 
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